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AGENDA
   Overview of A Portrait of Los Angeles 2026   

• Project background and impacts
• Overview of data, methods, and community 

engagement
• Launch, dissemination, and outreach strategy

   Q & A
   



Produced in partnership with the LA County Office of Child Protection, 
Department of Children and Family Services & Department of Public Health 

PORTRAIT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 2017



Human development is about the real freedom 
ordinary people have to decide who to be, what to 
do, and how to live. 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IS AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
MONEY METRICS LIKE GDP
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HOW IS HUMAN DEVELOPMENT MEASURED?
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HDI BY PLACE



LIFE EXPECTANCY BY GENDER, RACE AND ETHNICITY

*Less reliable estimate

Los Angeles 
County:

80.5



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

• The LA County Department of Mental Health—needs assessment & planning
• A Portrait of LA County served as a model for the Los Angeles County Anti-Racism, 

Diversity, and Inclusion Initiative’s “State of Black Los Angeles County” online 
interactive report series

• City of LA workforce development sites relocated based on need using the 
neighborhood HDI scores as a guide

• Community Development Commission—assessment of impediments to housing 
access and compliance with the Fair Housing Act

PORTRAIT OF LA COUNTY 2017: SOME IMPACTS

• LA County Healthy Design Workgroup—
design a placed-based equity pilot in 
local communities like Florence-
Graham.

• The Department of Recreation and 
Parks—development of its new 
operational strategic plan to expand 
park access and programming



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

PORTRAIT OF LA COUNTY 2026
Funded by the LA County Department of Mental Health, The Ralph M. Parsons 
Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation, and Cedars-Sinai, with additional support from 
First 5 LA and the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation.

Provide a well-being snapshot and track change over time for:
• 140+ places (cities, unincorporated areas, City of LA Community Plan Areas)
• Racial and ethnic groups
• Women and men
• US-born and foreign-born Angelenos

Spotlight on the needs of specific populations, such as youth or Angelenos who are 
experiencing mental illness

New: Qualitative information and perspectives gleaned from facilitated community 
conversations and data walks

Produce report that synthesizes these analyses in ways that can inform equitable 
policymaking and resource allocation and meets the needs of our key stakeholders



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

DATA WALKS
• With First5 LA, convenings of local residents in five communities: 

Antelope Valley, Long Beach, East LA, South LA, and the San Fernando 
Valley

• Virtual convenings with specific population groups: youth, with the LA 
Youth Collaborative; and LGBT Angelenos, with the Los Angeles LGBT 
Center 

• With the Department of Mental Health, a virtual data walk with the 
Behavioral Health Services Act Community Planning Team

• Facilitated conversation involving 400+ community members to share 
findings and understand priorities

• Results will inform our final recommendations and bring the real voices 
of community members to the report



DATA WALK LOCATIONS – FIRST 5



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

DATA WALKS

• 70 people across two in-person data walks in Long Beach and the 
Antelope Valley

• 350-400 people across virtual data walks



• Rising housing costs
• Mental health awareness & access to care
• Health care & other benefits for older Angelenos
• Unreliable public transportation
• Childcare affordability
• Pathways to educational and career opportunities

Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

DATA WALK TAKEAWAYS







Kickoff Advisory Committee Meetings February 2025

Data, research, writing March-September 2025

Data Walks in communities June-July 2025

First draft to Advisory Committees End June 2025

Advisory Committees Agenda for Action Discussion September-October 2025

Design October-December 2025

Report launch March 2026

Outreach and dissemination January-March 2026

TIMELINE

You are 
here



LAUNCH AND OUTREACH STRATEGY

Launch: March 2026, either a stand-alone event or a session during a larger 
event

Outreach:

• Communications firm for media outreach

• Poster, powerpoint and training, and printed report for DMH

• Presentations for Board of Supervisors and other County leaders, Advisory 
Committee members’ organizations, other civil society organizations and 
networks, data walk partner organizations, and funders’ grantees

• Possibly: Additional data walks with new audiences



www.measureofamerica.org

← Scan this QR code to sign up for 
our mailing list!

contact@measureofamerica.org


	Slide Number 1
	AGENDA
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	HOW IS HUMAN DEVELOPMENT MEASURED?
	HDI BY PLACE
	LIFE EXPECTANCY BY GENDER, RACE AND ETHNICITY
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	DATA WALK LOCATIONS – FIRST 5
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	LAUNCH AND OUTREACH STRATEGY
	Slide Number 18

