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The following individuals addressed the Commission either In person or by phone during this meeting.  
PLEASE NOTE: The text below has been retrieved from the non-verbatim transcript produced by our live captioning service. For the emailed communication, we have 
copied the text from the email received and pasted it on to this document.  
     
Public 
Comment 

Charles Wade In person General From Service Area 6. I've been a member a participant in the CAF 
fund for over ten years.  And as of now, multiple people including 
myself have not received a stipend since the month of June.   
So, I've been trying to find out what's going on.   
Our liaison sent an e mail last month in September requesting what's 
about the CAF for July and August. And I was included in the e 
mail, and they replied that we have we have the forms.  But the 
reimbursements will go out soon.   
So that was last month for July and August.  And here is another 
month.  And they have not sent out anything.   
And we had several months ago, three months ago you had Dr. 
Wong I believe it was.  She had a presentation.  And she mentioned 
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what a record-breaking attendance that people had signed up.  But 
she never mentioned the people that were already signed up that 
wasn't receiving their stipends.   
And so, as a consumer, I think it's adding to the stress and anxiety 
that some of us are already dealing with.  You know?   
You made a promise that within 30 days that we would be 
reimbursed for participating.   
And right now, it's over 120 days.   
And even our liaisons can't    they're not even being told the truth. 

Public 
Comment 

Louis Scott In person General My name is Lewis Scott. Each and every person that goes through 
the housing and they have the vouchers for the furniture.  So, I've 
been in my apartment for three months and I'm not getting any 
words on anything about what's going on.  Each time I ask or 
inquire about it, I'm always told we put your order in.  But that's the 
only thing I hear.   

So, I'd like to know more about what's going on with that 
myself.   

Public 
Comment 

Harold Thomas In person General My name is Thomas.  Down on the first floor.  Letting you know I'll 
be there.  Where I got started in the city and the center has been 
open since it was in the corner on 6th.  But long story short I've been 
dealing with it for four years now and plus the resource centers that 
are down there, it's helping.  Helped me get on my feet.  I've got my 
own place.  Got off the street.  Stuff like that.  So, you see me down 
there almost every day.  The peer center.  And for the clubhouse, get 
started with the clubhouse.  And in the meantime, representing the 
peer center and the clubhouse.   
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Thank you. 
Public 
Comment 

Jim “The Hat” In person General Good morning, Commissioners.   
Good morning.  Last time I was here, proposal for forensic liaison 
for the commission board.  And you all are doing a real good job 
sticking together as much as I hear the different opinions.  
And it's so important, Commissioner Victor, as a leader to be able to 
give everyone the value    appreciate the value that each on the 
board brings.   
I'm saying this for this reason.  That's what makes the board stay 
together and move forward.  When I was here last time, I was 
hearing Commissioner Reba was giving her opinion.  And to quote, 
well, that's your opinion.  We move on.   
I was like if I was hearing that to my mom, which Reba is my sister.  
If I was hearing that to my mom, that's a little rude.  (Indiscernible) 
having respect for the board.  I'm just saying, you know.  Listen very 
closely.  We learn tact and keep that in mind.  We keep that memory 
and bring it back.  That's a better way to show value especially for 
the value that over 12, 15 years Commissioner Reba brings to the 
board.   
You don't want to lose that.  You don't want to lose that connection 
to the community.  You don't want to lose that connection I have.  
So, I'm (indiscernible) 66 green valley circle for that program.  And 
next month if I could offer that proposal to the board it would be 
ready for you to take a look at, be able to come to agreement to 
accept that proposal as being a liaison to build the board up.   
Who can I contact for that proposal?   
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And you're doing a great job sticking together.  Don't give up.  Don't 
want to give up.  But with hope, wellness, and recovery, we can live 
up. Oh, one more thing.  I'm going to say this because this 
November 12th is the antiviolence against women meeting at the 
endowment center.  And November 25th is the antiviolence against 
women walk.  So, we want to show appreciation for the women and 
non-genders.  I'm non gender that's why they call me that.  Show 
that appreciation so we don't lose this part of the community.  Show 
some respect. 

Public 
Comment 

Ricardo Kim In person General Good morning, Chair Manalo and members of the Executive 
Committee.  I'm a LA County stakeholder.  I've known Thomas 
from the Peer Resource Center for a long time, and he has gone 
through tremendous growth in terms of being a part of a peer    in 
the peer movement. He is actively engaging in outreach and 
engagement in the soup kitchen on Wilshire and Saint James on 
Fridays and Saturdays and passing out flyers and information about 
activities at the Peer Resource Center.  It's really good and he's 
doing some great work. This is briefly just want to talk about the 
CAF.  I know some people that are interested in the CAF, but the 
orientation is not readily available either.  Once a week or once a 
month.  My question is instead of having a liaison from the 
department come down, why doesn't the department train our mental 
health community health workers to know how to give the 
orientation to sign them up for the forms, the county, the county 
vendor forms.  Do all that paperwork and then be part of the 
process.  They are peers and they see us most often.  Many of us are 
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coming in and this is first point of contact.  And if they have that 
training, if the department would give them that training, I'm pretty 
sure a lot more people would be signed up.  Thank you so much. 

Public 
Comment 

Marta Guerra In person General Good afternoon, everyone.  My name is Marta, community member.  
I want to follow up on what Ricardo just said.  I'm a CAF participant 
and fortunate to walk in into the Peer Resource Center and I was 
welcomed with open arms by Mrs. Clay sitting here right now.  She 
was wonderful.  Thanks to her I was able to participate.   
However, and this is not what's the word I'm looking for?  Let me 
explain what happened.  So, I am older, not good with technology 
and I was not able to attend the online meeting.  The orientation for 
the CAF program.  Because of that I was excluded from the 
program.   
So, I insisted and insisted and insisted and contacted every possible 
person, including Dr. Wong.   
And finally, I did get a response back from the person in charge of 
district four.  And she said my apologies.  You're in.  Start attending 
the meetings.  And we'll take care of that, and you can attend an 
orientation in December.  
So, he's right.  The orientations are    the one I was supposed to 
attend was in July.  The next one is not until December.  So, we 
have a lot of people interested.  And Dr. Wong herself spoke about 
she wants the community to participate and that program is open 
and available, readily available.  But the orientations are not, and I 
don't give up.  I insisted and spoke and wrote e mails and I was 
actually a little reprimanded writing to Dr. Wong because I was told 
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there's a chain in command and I should have started chain of 
command.  Which I did but the problem is no one downstairs had 
the authority to say yes, you can continue.  Do the orientation later 
or there will be another orientation.  We can sign you up for another 
one.  It's like these are the rules.  Next one is December.  And oh, by 
the way I was told I have to start the paperwork all over again, 
including the application, the vendor, everything.  All the paperwork 
that had been submitted start all over again.  
So, for some of us having some mental issues and ups and downs, it 
was very, very stressful.  Extremely stressful.  Brought me to tears 
to be honest with you. 

Public 
Comment 

Dr. Esroruleh 
Mohammed 

By Phone General Good afternoon, Commissioners.  My name is Dr. Mohammed, 
clinical psychologist, chair core petitioner and author of bureau care 
and BBC pipeline frameworks entered into county record on April 
10, 2025, under law.  I want to respectfully raise one issue regarding 
the public participation process.  
Most recent written comments.  Earlier the deadline was one day.  
For many ADA protected participants including those using 
assistive technology, translation services, operating under medical 
leave, this new timeline effectively restricted access to timely 
participation.  
Under title two of the Americans with Disabilities Act, procedures 
must be remodified to ensure equal opportunity.  Therefore, ask the 
commission to clarify when and by what authority the three day rule 
was adopted and confirm accommodation is available for ADA 
participants and authors and lastly to ensure that you are going to 
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retain Exhibit 224 filed on October 15, 2025, within the official 
administrative records preserved, providence and also transparency.   
Upholds the mission of advocacy, accountability, ethics, and 
oversight in action ensuring public input remains accessible for all 
members of the community.  Thank you for your time and your 
continued commitment to equitable participation and procedural 
fairness. 

Public 
Comment 

Jean Harris By Phone General Hi.  This is Gene Harris, service area one.  I want to express 
appreciation for Chair Manalo to come all the way up to the 
Antelope Valley to attend our SALT meeting.  Thank you so much 
for making that effort.  It is really appreciated and wonderful for you 
to be there.   
I would like to talk about the service area one representation on the 
commission.   
We were informed at the SALT that you, he, and an ah lease has 
been appointed by Supervisor Barger and that is our lack of 
representation for our service area in the Antelope Valley.  We do 
not have any representation since Judy Cooperberg retired and left 
her position.  And so, I think it's important that someone in the 
community is able to represent on the commission for behavioral 
health.   
I also reiterate the CAF stipend issue and the training issue.  I have 
tried very hard to address the concerns of many of our community 
members about not receiving their stipends for months, about the 
onus of having to have the technology to be able to participate.  I 
myself had an issue with membership in the SALT because they 
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wanted me to download the application, sign it, scan it, and e mail it 
back.   
And so, because of my concerns about others being able to do that, 
then I was able to fill out my application again at the SALT meeting 
because I did not have the capability to do all that and I think a lot of 
other people have that issue too.   
I've asked about trainings.  I know there's another training coming 
up in December.  I attended the one in July, but I don't participate in 
the CAF program.  I just want to know what's happening so I can 
support our community members.  We don't know when that's going 
to happen in December.  In the July orientation, we were told that 
once we had five people interested in the orientation that Ms. 
Walker would provide one but that hasn't happened. 
Okay.  I don't have a clock here.  I've given people e mails but no 
responses.  I talked to the liaison, etcetera.  
Also, the last e mail I got from the DMH subscriptions for the 
Behavioral Health Commission was in July and I've been getting 
kicked off of e mail subscriptions to get notifications for meetings.  
And so, I want you to be aware of that as well.  Thank you.   

Public 
Comment 

Wendy Cabil By Phone General Greetings, Commissioners.  This is Wendy Cabil, also from 
Antelope Valley.  Thank you also for attending our meeting, 
accepting our invitation.  And joining us at our special event that 
evening.   
Your presence was very well appreciated.  This is Wendy Cabil; I 
met you through the BAH group as well.   
In addition to what Gene has already stated and I concur and I'm 
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also one of the recipients now who's been struggling as well.  And in 
my position as former co-chair, I'm now transitioning into the CAF 
program as of October.  My concern in particular, now the co-chair 
stipend has doubled, and I had served an extra two months in the co-
chair position up until our new co chair was on    made her debut.  
I'm now concerned about missing on.  I haven't had a chance yet.  
This is something that hit me recently and I got to thinking and 
brainstorming.  So now that I'm here with you all, I want to express 
it to you all to help me in support finding out when this co-chair 
increase stipend is effective and that I should qualify in the two 
months I was still serving until the new co chair came on board.  
That's my concern at this point.  Thank you very much. 

Public 
Comment 

Mark Karmatz By Phone General Yeah.  I want to suggest that we get what are called superior houses 
in Los Angeles County.  I don't think we have any and I think that's 
something    that needs to take place.  These are places that have 
home like residence in the community.  They're supportive and 
(indiscernible).  
Another one was (indiscernible) off medications but they didn't have 
to take it.  They're a small community.  Have no more than 12 
residents.  They can have long term stays up to six months.   
Small community home like environment with no more than 12 
residents including staff.  Long term stays up to six months.  
Community of people.   
Okay.  That's what's called superior house.  Model developed by Dr. 
Mohser in 1971. Yeah.  My thought is we need to get more of 
those -- get some of those going in Los Angeles County.   
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Commissioner:  Okay.  Thank you very much, Mark.  Mark, are you 
talking about peer respite homes?   
 
Mark: Yes.  Basically.   I think that's a good idea.   Thank you very 
much.  I appreciate that.  I do have another public comment.  If you 
want to hear it. (Time ran out – Comment Ended) 

Public 
Comment 

Anonymous By Phone General That's okay.  Thank you, commissioners, for attending the SALT 
meeting the other day again.   
Thank you all of you.  I want to make sure that if we all can    I 
think the mission that we all want is for people noncompliance 
patients to get treatment on a timely manner.   
So, addressing the issue of conservatorship.  I think it's the key for 
all of us.  Conservatorship is very difficult to be (indiscernible) in 
the hospitals and doctors the way it's written right now.   
So, I am wishing the commissioners or the DMH or anybody out 
there, if we push to our legislators to introduce a bill to change that 
for LPA conservatorship.  Petition by the family members, doctors, 
primary physicians, of course psychiatric hospitals and law 
enforcement.  I think it will expedite the treatment and retrieve 
attention in the community.  Thank you. 

Public 
Comment 

    

Public 
Comment 

    

Emailed Public Comment Correspondence 
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Public 
Comment 

Dr. Esroruleh 
Mohammed 

Email General Dear Commissioners, 
 
I submit this written public comment in accordance with the 
timeline listed in the October 23, 2025 meeting notice. 
 
As a clinical psychologist currently on ADA medical leave and a 
consistent public participant in Commission proceedings since April 
2025—including the April 4 CARE Court Town Hall and the April 
10 Executive Committee Hearing—I wish to respectfully raise a 
procedural concern regarding recent changes to the Commission’s 
written public comment policy. 
 
Earlier meeting notices (for example, April 24, 2025) permitted 
written comments to be received one day prior to the meeting. The 
October 2025 notice now requires written comments by three days 
in advance, with no public record of policy amendment or 
explanation for the change. 
 
While I understand the need for administrative timelines, such a 
modification can unintentionally restrict access for ADA-protected 
and multilingual participants who rely on assistive communication 
or who require additional time to review late-released materials. 
Under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, procedural 
policies must be reasonably modified to ensure effective 
participation for qualified individuals with disabilities. 
 



 

                 PUBLIC COMMENT TO ADDRESS THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH COMMISSION 
October 23, 2025  

Executive Committee Meeting 
 

DISCLAIMER: This document is not an official certified transcript. This document is an unofficial transcript generated by a 
captioning service. This document may contain errors and should not be relied upon by the reader. The County of Los Angeles 

makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, or suitability 
of the information contained herein; and assumes no responsibility for any errors or omissions in the content. 

 
DISCLAIMER:  This is NOT a certified or verbatim transcript, but rather represents only the context of the meeting, subject to the inherent 
limitations of realtime captioning.  The primary focus of real-time captioning is general communication access and as such this document is not 
suitable, acceptable, nor is it intended for use in any type of legal proceeding.  

Agenda # Name 

Method used to address the 
Commission (e.g., By 
phone, in-person, or email) 

Type of Public Comment 
(e.g., General or 
Stakeholder Report) Comments 

Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Commission: 
 
Clarify whether the current three-day written-comment rule was 
formally adopted after April 2025, and identify the policy authority 
or procedural vote authorizing that change. 
 
Confirm that reasonable modification and accommodation 
procedures remain available to ADA-protected participants to 
ensure equal opportunity for timely public comment. 
 
Acknowledge and retain Exhibit Q-24, submitted on October 15, 
2025, in the Commission’s administrative record for transparency 
and provenance continuity. 
 
I submit this comment in good faith and with full respect for the 
Commission’s mission of “Advocacy, Accountability, and Oversight 
in Action.” Ensuring equitable participation in the Commission’s 
processes is itself an essential form of accountability and public 
trust. 
 
For completeness, Exhibit Q-24 is reattached here to ensure 
continuity of the public record. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dr. Esroruleh T. Mohammad, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist (on ADA Medical Leave) 
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